
WA Signs of Safety Child Protection 
Practice Framework - at a glance

WA Signs of Safety Principles

Culture at the 
heart

Working 
relationships

Thinking critically, 
fostering a stance  

of inquiry

Landing grand 
aspirations in 

everyday practice

WA Signs of Safety Disciplines

1 Clear rigorous distinction between past harm, future danger and 
complicating factors

2 Clear rigorous distinction between strengths and protection

3 Plain language that is understood by the family and carries meaning

4 Statements with specific, observable behaviours that avoid  
meaning-laden labels

5 Culture guides practice at every step

6 Skilful use of authority

7 Assessment is always a work in progress

Domains of analysis

What are we  
worried about?

What is  
working well?

What needs  
to happen? Scaling questions

Tools

Signs of Safety Planning 
Map and Assessment Three Houses

Appreciative Inquiry Words and 
Pictures

Processes

Safety Planning Group Supervision Trajectories
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